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First Baptist Church Safety Team

Training Bulletin #20
Church Security Statistics
Between 1999 and 2020, there were 2,361 incidents in churches across the United States and resulted in 1,050 losing their lives. This training bulletin looks at the causes of these incidents.
· The number one incident in houses of worship that resulted in the use of deadly force was robbery (464 incidents or 24.4%)

· Domestic violence accounted for nearly 15% of all fatal-force encounters

· Hatred against houses of worship accounted for only 5% of all deadly force incidents

Faith Based Security Network (FSBN), founded in 2017 said that attacks against houses of worship are becoming more commonplace, and may be a sign of a society in rapid moral decline.

In 2017, 88 people died in houses of worship and in 2018, there were 74 deaths. In 2023, there were 261 reported incidents in churches and synagogues.

Between 2000 and 2017, there were 1,652 acts of violence against churches, including robbery, aggravated assault, shootings, stabbings and bombings, according to data from the FBI. These 1,652 violent acts resulted in 155 deaths and 742 injuries during this time period. On average, there were 97 incidents per year causing 9 deaths and 44 injuries.

Around 60% of these incidents were directed against Jews, 13.3% against Muslims, 4% against Catholics and 3.6% against Christians.

Question: Do these statistics encourage you to be more diligent in your duties?
